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If you’re trying to decide which is best for you – a desktop, laptop, or tablet – make a trip to the computer 

store solely to help you determine which device you should buy. Try a couple of models of each. While 

you’re at it, think about your workspace and how you’re planning to use the machine. Keep in mind that 

all the basic hardware components are the same on a laptop or a desktop and between tablets. What 

you’re considering is how the size of each type of device suits your needs and whether you want 

something portable. Once you think you’ve made a choice or if you’re feeling overwhelmed, leave the 

store. Either go have lunch and return in the afternoon or come back another day to continue your field 

trip. If you feel you’ve absorbed all you can, take a break. This is an important decision, and you want to 

make a thoughtful choice. Initially, the computer store can sometimes add to any confusion you might 

have, especially after you get home and try to remember all you saw. The Test-Drive Form that follows 

will give you a written record to reference at your own pace in your own home. Copy these pages to bring 

with you to the store. If you have any questions or need any advice, feel free to email me at 

abby@AskAbbyStokes.com. (Also review Ch. 7 – “Would You Buy A Car Without Test-Driving It?” p.56)  

mailto:abby@AskAbbyStokes.com
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